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GIRL GRANTMAKERS ROCK 
 

First National Girls Grantmaking Conference  
 

For Immediate Release 

 

August 28, 2012 -- West Chester, PA What do high school girls from the sunny plains of Kansas 

City, the hills of Western PA, the deserts of Southern Arizona, and the leafy suburbs of Chester 

County, PA have in common? They have an unstoppable determination to advance the lives of women 

and girls by making grants that directly impact health, safety, education, and economic opportunities. 

Simply put, they give away money to improve the lives of others. Coming together for the first-ever 

conference of its type, each girls’ grant-making group of the thirty individuals who attended gives 

away between $10,000 and $20,000 every year to programs in their diverse communities. Collectively, 

that’s nearly $60,000 given away to benefit women and girls.  

 

“The national conference was an incredibly unique and groundbreaking event,” said Michele Ozumba, 

President and CEO of The Women’s Funding Network. “It proved to be an ideal incubator for the 

cross-pollination of ideas, intensive discussions, and the sharing of practical tools and success stories 

from a diverse group of very impressive young women.” Ozumba is one of 60 women recently named 

on Fast Company Magazine’s, “The League of Extraordinary Women” list.  

 

These young women are part of a larger movement consisting of women’s foundations -- formed to 

seek out and support initiatives that impact issues affecting women and girls. The National Girls 

Grantmaking Conference was co-hosted by the Women’s Funding Network, the Chester County 

Fund for Women and Girls, and the Bryn Mawr College Graduate School of Social Work and 

Social Research on the campus of Bryn Mawr College in early August.  

 

Participating women’s foundations included The Women's Foundation of Greater Kansas City, the 

Women and Girls Foundation of Southwest Pennsylvania , the Women's Foundation of Southern 

Arizona, and the Chester County Fund for Women and Girls.  

 

The three-day event couldn’t have taken place in a more appropriate setting. Bryn Mawr College has 

long been a leader in producing women graduates who go on to make major contributions in their 

chosen fields. At the conference, Dean Darlyne Bailey spoke on behalf of the Bryn Mawr College 

Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research, a co-host of the conference:  

 

“Our School was very pleased to partner with the women's funding movement on this project. The 

increasingly complex issues that face our society are best addressed through collaborations such as this 

one. It is truly an honor to be a part of a larger learning community that shares a commitment to 

educating young women and all who are determined to make a difference in the lives of others," said 

Dean Bailey.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Conference T-shirts proudly proclaimed “Girl Grantmakers Rock” and throughout the three jam-

packed days, the young women tirelessly discussed issues and debated approaches. They engaged in a 

series of activities that challenged, developed, and strengthened their skills as grantmakers. In the 

“Best Practices Roundtable,” girls from diverse communities shared strategies and resources for how 

to identify and implement change in their communities by making grants that address specific needs.  

The “Panel Discussion of Young Women Alumnae,” led by three alumnae of the Chester County Fund 

for Women and Girls, stimulated a discussion based on their past grantmaking experiences. The panel 

exemplified how young grantmakers can carry and use their philanthropic values with them into 

adulthood.  

 

Heidi McPherson, President of the Chester County Fund for Women and Girls, said the knowledge and 

tools gained from the conference will also be used to enrich and expand girls grantmaking programs 

across the country and help develop new resources. 

 

“The young women at this conference were inspiring. As they took on challenging topics, they gained 

new insights and developed innovative strategies on how to activate their collective potential to 

address complicated issues,” said McPherson. “The leaders of partnering women’s foundations, our 

volunteers, and staff were thrilled to think these girls are poised to become a new generation of change 

makers in communities across the country.” 

  

For more information on girls grantmaking programs and women’s foundations, visit the Women’s 

Funding Network website at www.womensfundingnetwork.org. 

 

The Chester County Fund for Women and Girls is a grantmaking and education foundation 

dedicated to addressing the needs of women and girls in Chester County, PA. For more than 16 years, 

the Fund has raised awareness about the critical needs of women and girls, and has awarded over 

$1.6 million to 52 non-profit organizations. To learn more, visit www.ccwomenandgirls.org. 

 

Major sponsorship support provided by: 

 

Bryn Mawr College Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research 

Chester County Fund for Women and Girls 

EILEEN FISHER Inc. 

The Eileen Fisher Community Foundation 

Krapf Bus Companies 

Women’s Funding Network 

Anonymous Funders 

Bryn Mawr College Graduate School of Social Work and Social Research 
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